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Briefing for PWSRCAC Board of Directors – January 2017 

 
INFORMATION ITEM 
 
 Sponsor: Austin Love and the TOEM 

Committee 
 Project number and name or topic: Secondary Containment Liner 

Cracking 
 
 
1. Description of agenda item: This agenda item will entail a presentation by 
Terminal Operations Project Manager, Austin Love, regarding cracking that was found 
and repaired in the catalytically blown asphalt liner in one of the secondary 
containment systems at the Valdez Marine Terminal. 
 
2. Why is this item important to PWSRCAC: This item is important to the Council 
because secondary containment liners at the Valdez Marine Terminal are designed to 
protect groundwater from being contaminated with crude oil and other hazardous 
liquids, such as diesel fuel, in the event of a spill from a storage tank.  
 
3. Previous actions taken by the Board on this item:  
Meeting Date Action 
Board 9/18/08 The Board of Directors approved a letter to the Authorized Office and the 

State Pipeline Coordinator commending their timely actions in addressing 
the catch basin issues and recommending a formal approach to inspection 
of secondary containment of the crude oil storage tanks at the VMT. 

XCOM 8/29/12 The Executive Committee approved a proposed letter to Alyeska, regarding 
CBA liner integrity review; the report titled “VMT Tank Secondary 
Containment System Catalytically Blown Asphalt Liner Integrity Review” and 
Testing Options; Phase I - Initial Assessment dated August 2012; and the 
Harvey Consulting, LLC report titled “Status of Contaminated Sites at Valdez 
Marine Terminal” dated June 13, 2012; and directed staff to transmit these 
to Alyeska.   

 
4. Summary of policy, issues, support or opposition: In September 2016, visual 
inspections of exposed CBA liner in Dike Cell 4 revealed an extensive region 
(approximately 5,000-6,000 ft2) of cracked liner. Some of the cracks go completely 
through; there were also holes in the liner. This liner is supposed to be impervious or 
impermeable as required by federal and state regulations. This cracking was not 
continuous.  They were on the order of a few inches long individually but existed as a 
network of multiple adjacent cracks. This cracking was visually discovered while work 
on a manhole was being completed. After the extent of the cracking was determined 
(by excavating the ~3-5 ft. of gravel overburden), Alyeska repaired this region of the 
CBA liner in Dike Cell 4 by covering it with a more chemically resistant liner material, 
XR-5 geomembrane liner.  No investigation is being conducted to determine the root 
cause of this cracking, although a few unsubstantiated theories have been voiced. 
Alyeska is developing additional CBA liner testing protocols, the details of which are 
not yet finalized. ADEC has visited the dike cell to observe the damage but is not 
requiring any additional testing of the liner’s integrity, other than that already being 
conducted (e.g. opportunistic visual testing, vacuum box testing, permeability, and 
chemical resistance). 
 
5. Committee Recommendation: None. 
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6. Relationship to LRP and Budget: This presentation is part of the regular work 
conducted through project # 5000, the Terminal Operations Program. The objective of 
that program is to monitor the actual and potential environmental impacts stemming 
from the operation of the Valdez Marine Terminal.  
 
5000--TERMINAL OPERATIONS PROGRAM 

 For the period July 1-November 30, 2016 
 

  FY-2017 Budget 
 Original $6,071.00  

Modifications   
Revised Budget $6,071.00  

  Actual and Commitments 
 Actual Year-to-Date 
 Commitments (Professional Services)   

Actual + Commitments   

  Amount Remaining $6,071.00  
 
7. Action Requested of the Board of Directors: None.  
 
8. Attachments: None.  


